REVOLTED AMERICA
execrated as traitors: in England Franklin was looked upon as a
mischievous person, who under the guise of friendship was
ready to carry out a thoroughly despicable piece of treachery.
A memorial from Massachusetts, begging for the removal of
the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor on the ground that they
were personally c obnoxious * to the people of the colony and
obstacles to a better understanding with the Mother Country,
was referred by the King to the Privy Council, who considered
it in January 1774 at the Cockpit in Whitehall.
It fell to the lot of Wedderbum as Solicitor-General to defend
Hutchinson and Oliver. He employed the by-no-means-
unusual legal practice of discrediting the accuser—in this case,
Franklin. To the Council he presented him as a mean thief, who
abusing the sanctity of private correspondence—' hitherto held
sacred in times of the greatest party rage, not only in politics but
religion '—had by his despicable action * forfeited all the respect
of societies and men/ Worse than Wedderburn's immoderate
language was the behaviour of certain members of the Council.
Gower, the President, is said to have laughed outright at some of
the sallies which the Solicitor-General made at Franklin's ex-
pense; and an atmosphere of prejudice was quickly created.
Years afterwards Charles Fox said:
I remember the prodigious effect produced by that splendid in-
vective. So great was it that when the Privy Council went away they
were almost ready to throw up their hats for joy, as if by the
vehement and eloquent philippic they had obtained a triumph.
It is not surprising, therefore, to find that the Privy Council
reported to the King that the memorial from Massachusetts was
groundless, vexatious, scandalous, and calculated only for the
seditious purpose of keeping up a spirit of clamour and discontent
Next day the Government showed its contempt for Franklin's
behaviour by removing him from the office of Deputy Postmaster-
General for America. A firm friend he may never have been to
the Mother Country; but he was henceforth an implacable
enemy. Well might Charles Fox say thatc we paid a pretty dear
price for * Wedderburn'sfi splendid invective/
During 1772 and 1773 much of Parliament's time was taken
up with discussions on Indian affairs. Costly wars and extrava-
gant methods of administration had reduced the great East India
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